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ANTIPODES/1
A Note on
of an unpublished short story 
From the Guy Howarth Papers
Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center J°sePh Furphy 
University of Texas at Austin
Reproduced by permission of Joseph Furphy’s 
Literary Executor, Duncan Furphy
THE COVER SHOWS the first page of a seventeen-page 
story by Joseph Furphy. The story, which probably dates 
from the period 1900-1912, is written in pencil on the back 
of ledger paper from the Furphy Brothers foundry in Sheppar- 
ton, Victoria. Furphy had moved to Shepparton and joined 
his brother’s business in 1883 after a drought forced him to 
give up the hauling trade.
Since the story picks up on page three (reproduced on the 
cover), the beginning may be missing; and because it does 
not seem to end with a sense of closure, either Furphy 
abandoned the story—a possibility, because it is not of high 
quality except in a few passages—or the ending is also 
missing. Though apparently written quickly, the sheets show 
some evidence of revision. At the end are the words “Nejd 
Arab, apparently the title. (Nejd is a region of Saudi 
Arabia.) The story recounts Cecil’s pursuit of Charley to 
regain his stolen horse. Cecil, referred to as “the poet” in this 
excerpt, has not yet caught Charley when the story breaks 
off.
Miles Franklin may have sent the manuscript to Guy 
Howarth, a pioneer scholar in Australian literature and a 
former professor at the University of Sydney.
Joseph Furphy (1843-1912) is the author of Such is Life 
(1903), a highly regarded Australian novel. He is described 
by The Oxford Companion to Australian Literature as “one of 
the most significant writers of Australian fiction before the 
First World War.”




Antipodes has been published 
with assistance from the 
Australia Council and from the 
Information and Cultural 
Relations Branch of the 
Australian Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade.
Antipodes, the official journal of the American Association of Austra­
lian Literary Studies, is published by the Association twice a year, 
Spring and Winter. Antipodes is published in cooperation with the 
Edward A. Clark Center for Australian Studies at the Harry Ransom 
Humanities Research Center—University of Texas at Austin.
Essays on any aspect of Australian literature and/or culture are invited; 
comparative studies are especially encouraged. The essays should not 
exceed 5000 words, should conform to the MLA style (MLA Handbook 
for Writers of Research Papers, 2nded., 1984), be double spaced, contain 
internal documentation, and include a list of works cited. Submissions 
of short fiction, parts of novels, drama, and poetry by Australian writers 
are invited. If possible, manuscripts should be accompanied by an IBM 
compatible disk. All submissions should be accompanied by a return, 
stamped envelope. International postage coupons are requested in order 
to return overseas mail.
Antipodes publishes only fiction, poetry, articles, and interviews that 
have not appeared in other publications. All material is subject to 
editing to conform with Antipodes style.
Antipodes is indexed in the annual MLA International Bibliography.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES. One year (two issues):
Individual: North America—$16; Overseas—$21.
Institutional: North America—$20; Overseas—$24.
BACK ISSUES. Single copies are $10 (plus postage—$2.50, US and 
Canada; $5.50 overseas).
All payments for subscriptions and back issues should be made in US 
dollars; checks payable to Antipodes. Mailing address: Antipodes, 190 
Sixth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11217.
AUSTRALIAN SUBSCRIBERS may pay their subscriptions in 
Australian dollars. Checks payable to Antipodes. Mailing address: Brian 
Kieman, English Department, University of Sydney, NSW 2006. 
Subscription rates in Australian dollars are: Individual—$20; Institu­
tional—$28.
© 1990 American Association of Australian Literary Studies 
ISSN 0893-5580
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